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@ A low power management system monitors soft- 
ware application programs for keyboard activity so 
as to turn off the microprocessor in the computer in 
response to a loop (10,16) looking for a keypress 
and certain other loops which can be monitored 
without use of the microprocessor. 

A low power management system including both 
hardware (Figure 2) and software (Rgure 5) is pro- 
vided for a battery powered portable computer (not 
shown). The low power management system powers 
down various sections (10.12.16,21,24) of the com- 



puter (DMA, VCO. DISPLAY, DART) when they are 
not used. The low power management system is 
controlled by a control program directing the micro- 
processor (40) (Figure 2) of the computer, and in- 
cludes the capability to turn off clock signals (not 
shown) to the various sections of the computer 
iDased upon demand. Also included is the capability 
to turn on clock signals based upon demand. The 
low power management system also includes the 
capability to turn on the computer upon a press of a 
key on the computer keyboard. 



Ul 



Rank Xerox (UK) Business Services 

(3. 10/3.09/3.3.41 



>: <EP ^0675425A3.I_> 



r 



EP 0 675 425 A3 



DM A -OFF 
VCO-2 MHz 
DISPLAY-ON 

130 iav 
Lov-volt 
COMMUNICATS 

DM A -OF? 
VCO -7 MHi 
DIS?LAr-ON 
U ART-CM. 




VCO -2 MH 
DISPLAY-ON 
UART-OFF 
DMA -ON 



Figure 1 
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